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In that capacity he travelled widely through the Indian
country and had many conferences with the chiefs.. He
proposed that the great Indian reservations should be or-
ganized under regular territorial governments, but the plan
was not approved at Washington.

So the time passed until March 4, 1869, when Grant was
inaugurated as President. Sherman was then made Gen-
eral, and Sheridan Lieutenant-General. Under this ar-
rangement Sherman of course had to return to Washing-
ton, and there he renewed his old association with George
H. Thomas, whom, however, he presently assigned, at
Thomas's request, to the command at San Francisco.
There the hero of Chickamauga and Nashville soon died,
and Sherman thought his end was hastened by supposed
ingratitude. Congress ought, in Sherman's opinion, to
have made.Meade, Sheridan and Thomas all Lieutenant-
Generals, dating their commissions respectively with
"Gettysburg," " Winchester," and "Nashville."

On the death of General Rawlins, in the fall of 1869,
Sherma/i was called upon to act for a time as Secretary of
War, The experience did not please him. There was too
much red tape, and too much division of authority, and he
was glad to be relieved by General Belknap. In August,
1871, Rear-Admiral Alden asked him to go to Europe
with him, in the frigate Wabash, and Sherman joyously
accepted the invitation, as he had long wished to go abroad
but had never yet done so. They sailed on November II,
and Sherman did not return until September 22 of the next
year. He visited almost every part of Europe and Egypt,
and had an opportunity of observing European methods in
the great German army which had just been overrunning
France,

Life at Washington, with Belknap's assumptions, was now appointed, in July, 1867, a member of the
